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readiness of his organ; his progressive goal is clearly and
unequivocally before him, and the only difficulties he has to solve
are the dissolution of old object ties, the discovery of new ones, and
the mastering of passive tendencies. The fear that plagues him
is: "Am I a man?" and the achievement of a positive answer to
this question depends exclusively on the strength of his progressive
forces in their struggle against the regressive ones. The clash
between the two manifests itself in masturbation, which is the
sexual activity of the adolescent boy. Normally his progressive
tendencies are expressed in his conscious fantasies, the regressive
tendencies in his unconscious fantasies.

We have seen that the female sex organ remains for a long time
excluded from direct participation in the girl's sexual life. It is
unbelievable how many even very modern girls still imagine
during adolescence that the apertures of their bodies serve only
"dirty" purposes and have nothing to do with love. Only psycho-
analysts ever learn that progressive girls who sometimes participate
in the struggle for woman's political emancipation, and give lectures
on the need for the sexual enlightenment of children, still cling in
their unconscious to the theories of early childhood, deny anatomic
differences, retain the anal idea of childbirth, and base their ideas
of sex on the sadistic conception of coitus. The girl has a twofold
attitude toward her genitals. This on the one hand expresses the
educational influence of her mother, who has advised her to protect
a very valuable treasure that must be kept pure and intact until
the fateful "sacrifice" to the husband (thus, in dreams, the female
genitals often appear symbolically as a hidden treasure, a jewel
that must be guarded). On the other hand, the infantile conception
that the genitals are a dirty cloaca, of which one must be ashamed,
still persists in the unconscious. With regard to this latter valuation,
the pubescent girl is in sharp contrast to the normal boy, for whom
the genitals have the highest value and whose anxieties centre
around keeping them intact.

Other differences between the sexual development of the girl
and that of the boy attain their full expression during adolescence.
It is true that sometimes both are unconscious of sexuality in their
yearning for love and their hunger for fulfilment. Even in the
period of heterosexual longings, infatuation with persons of the
other sex for some time follows a path seemingly independent of
the first organic signs of genital excitation. It is difficult to decide
whether this split results from a recent repression or whether it
constitutes a survival of psychological states characteristic of the